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Annual General Meeting

The 2010 Guild AGM took place at Camborne on
the first Saturday in March. Following ringing at
Gwinnear and Camborne the priest-in-charge of
Camborne, Revd. Mike Firbank, conducted the
Guild Office. In a short sermon he reflected on
the way the local community had commented
favourably on the recent resurgence in ringing at
Camborne, something for which he himself was
also grateful.

Attendance at the meeting numbered just 37, not
a great turnout from over 1,000 members, with
the majority seemingly to have come from the
Eastern District so well done to them for making
the effort. Well done too to David Maybrey who
had made the trip from the Isles of Scilly for the
occasion; we only can hope he felt it was worth
it! The normal series of reports were presented,
and the majority of officers re-elected. One major
exception to this was in the post of President, lan
Self having completed his term was pleased to
nominate Michael Wycherley as his successor,
Michael thus taking on a second term in this
office. A proposal from the Standing Committee
to increase the subscription to five pounds was
modified from the floor to remove a concession
of four pounds for those in receipt of a State
Pension, this proposal coming from one of those
qualifying for such a benefit! An invitation from
the Eastern District to host the Summer Festival
was accepted, and it was agreed to provisionally
book the Cathedral for the 2012 AGM.

Following the closure of the meeting an
absolutely excellent tea was enjoyed by all, for
which we are most grateful to the Camborne
ringers; they even provided doggy bags for us to
take away the masses of food left over. Evening
ringing took place at Tuckingmill. ~ Phil Tremain

Guild President Michael Wycherley is pictured
opposite obviously looking forward to consuming
a large slice of chocolate cake at the final of the
National Twelve Bell competition held at Crediton
in June, a truly great day out.

Photo courtesy Robert Lewis, Ringing World Editor
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Dedication at Pillaton

On Saturday 19" June the Bishop of Truro, the
Right Reverend Tim Thornton, dedicated the two
new trebles at St Odulph’s Church, Pillaton,
Cornwall and rededicated the refurbished,
retuned and rehung original six. This occasion
marked the culmination of the successful project
to augment the ring to celebrate the 750"
anniversary of the church’s foundation in 1259,
the bicentenary of the installation of three bells in
1809 and the centenary of the augmentation to
six in 1909.

The removal of the bells in September of last
year went surprisingly smoothly, although part of
the frame had to be dismantled first to gain
access to the trap door in the belfry. The frame
was so well built when it was installed in 1909
that this proved no easy task. However, the skill
and good humour of Graham and James from
White’s of Appleton ensured that the bells were
soon safely winched down to the floor of the
vestry and wheeled into the church. The vestry
door must have been made to fit as the tenor bell




went through with very few millimetres to spare.
The bells were lined up in the church overnight
when the congregation for the Harvest Festival
that evening were able to see them at close
guarters. Next morning they were manoeuvred
through the porch and churchyard and
assembled outside the local pub for photographs.
More than one passing motorist did a double take
as they passed and a few dog walkers stopped to
admire the historic sight and watch the bells
being loaded into the lorry for their journey to
Oxfordshire.

During the time the bells were away, the ringers
worked hard to prepare for their return; rubbing
down and painting the frame and removing a
century’s dust and rubble from the bell chamber.
Some of us were lucky enough to be able to
witness the casting of the new bells at
Whitechapel, an experience not to be missed.

By the end of November everything was ready as
the lorry from White’s of Appleton drew up
outside the church and we caught our first
glimpse of the eight shiny bells with their new
bright blue headstocks. One by one they were
removed from the lorry and lined up for
photographs to compare with the ones taken
before they left the village.

The next step was to fit all the bells into the
church where they were to remain for a week so
that they could be seen by as many people as
possible before being raised to the tower. During
that week children from three local schools
visited the church with their teachers and spent
some time drawing, measuring and
photographing the bells, recording dates, taking
rubbings of the inscriptions and generally
enjoying the experience of being close to these
historic objects whose ages span two centuries.

On Sunday 6" December Evensong in the
church included a Hallowing Service during which
all the bells were blessed with Holy Water and
the two new bells were consecrated by anointing
with Holy Oil. After the service the bell ringers
provided the large congregation with mulled wine
and mince pies in the village hall and everyone
seemed most impressed with the whole evening.

Early the next morning the work began on
replacing the bells in the tower and by the
following day all were safely installed with wheels
in place and most of the fittings attached. The
bell hangers then needed to go back to the
workshop for a few days to make the pulleys and
some additional pieces to complete the jigsaw.
They returned a week later with everything
required to get the bells ringing in time for the
Carol Service the following evening. It was then

‘all hands to the pump’ as the ropes were
attached and new rope-guides built, all nuts and
bolts tightened and each bell carefully adjusted to
ring true. The work was finished with minutes to
spare as the final specks of dust were removed
from the carpet and the eight bells rang out for
the first time to welcome the congregation to the
church beautifully decorated for the festive
season. The sound was magnificent and worth
the many long months of effort on the part of a
large group of people.

Over the next few months, the ringers practised
hard as many had rarely experienced eight bell
ringing and found triples and major methods
quite a challenge. The Bishop of Truro's busy
schedule meant that he was unable to dedicate
the bells until the middle of June, but at least that
gave time for more practice and to smarten up
the ringing chamber and prepare for the
celebration.

A large congregation welcomed Bishop Tim on
his first visit to Pillaton on 19" June and watched
as the traditional handing over of ropes took
place in the ringing chamber. The bells rang out
in the beautiful sunshine as everyone assembled
in the village hall after the service for
refreshments and a piece of the splendid
celebration cake decorated with bells and
ribbons. An exhibition of photographs, text,
artefacts and work done by local schoolchildren
was on display and Ms Hilary Bracegirdle, the
Director of the Royal Institution of Cornwall,
spoke on behalf of the Heritage Lottery Fund and
the other funding agencies who made the project
possible. Local and visiting ringers kept the bells
ringing until the early evening.

The first quarter peal on the bells was rung on
10th July by a band consisting of local ringers,
some of whom had very little experience of eight-
bell ringing.

Pillaton, Cornwall. 10" July, 1260 Plain Bob Triples:
Kevan J Borlase 1, Angela M Greenhough 2, Joanne
Bower 3, Maire E Warwick 4, Robert W Brown 5,
Owen J Borlase 6, Richard M Warwick (C) 7, David J
Shawcross 8. First quarter on the new eight. First Bob
Triples: 2. First Bob Triples as conductor.

The project was funded by a number of local and
national agencies and personal donations, but
would not have been possible without the
tremendous amount of voluntary work put in by
the ringers and other local helpers. The
professionalism and skill of the bell founders and
bell hangers has resulted in an installation which
is a joy to ring and to listen to and will hopefully
serve the local band and congregation for
generations to come. Richard Warrick



East Cornwall Association Winter League

The Winter League runs from October to
February, each team ringing once a month with
two others at a neutral venue. After practising
and a draw to determine the order of ringing the
test piece (rise, rounds & fall) is completed, the
team with the least number of faults being
awarded three points, two for second and one for
third. Lansallos-2 topped the league with an
unbeaten 15 points with St Columb-1 just one
point behind in second place.

In March the Knock-Out finals took place at St
Stephen-in-Brannel, the A final for teams which
finished in the top half of the table and the B final
for those in the bottom half. At the end of the
competition the two Lansallos teams were head
and shoulders clear of the rest of the field,
Lansallos-1 taking first place on this occasion.
The B final was won by St Neot with Lanlivery
second. Phil Tremain

Call Change Picnic (B\ME, SET& MATCH )

A splendid “Call Change Barbecue/Picnic Lunch”
was arranged for us at St Erme by our Powder
Deanery Steward, Eric Bannister on Wimbledon
Ladies Final day; he was assisted by the Tower
Captain Robert Trethewey, and friends.

Over thirty ringers and others from eight local
towers enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere and were
able to intermix their ringing skills with
conversation and learning advanced barbecue
techniques!

The weather was kind and the occasion was a
great success; we were even treated to
strawberries and cream but the Pimms was kept
under cover! A wonderful event that must surely
be repeated; thank you Eric.  Renfree Stephens

Kernow OIld Codgers

Our group has now been meeting for six months,
with an attendance of between 20 & 30 ringers
from as far afield as Bude in the north, Helston in
the south and Poughill in the east. Old
acquaintances have been renewed, “Is that old
Henry over there?”, and new friendships made;
Steve Goddard even met up with a former RAF
colleague at St Eval, the local Churchwarden.

An important facet has been the pub lunch when
we often avail ourselves of OAP special offers.
One such deal of two (generous) courses for
£4.95 brought forth the comment “l ate so much
my stomach hurt and | didn't have any tea”.

Please contact Phil Tremain for details if you'd
like to join us, or go to tdgr.org.uk and click on
‘Diary’ for forthcoming dates. Both methods and
call-changes catered for; no age limits!

Phil Tremain

Northern District Spring Festival

Over 40 ringers visited various towers open in the
afternoon at Poundstock, Marhamchurch,
Launcells, Poughill and Stratton where the
service was held, and tea and meeting followed
at The Tree Inn. Chairman, Roy Sanders,
welcomed the President, Michael Wycherley
along with Robert and Helen Perry and thanked
the vicar, David Standen, for taking the service,
and Henry and Ruth for organizing the towers
and The Tree Inn for a splendid tea.

The meeting continued with the usual reports and
all the officers were re-elected. It is hoped to
organise some monthly practices. Ruth Reeves

Rinaers at the Call Chanae picnic at St E
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South Petherwin Open Day

Friday's open day with the local junior school
children was a great success! Starting at 9:15am
and going on until 3pm, the whole school, in three
separate groups, came up to St Paternus church.
These groups were then divided up, some
children going around the church learning about
all the interesting points there, others going into
the churchyard to select and draw a grave stone,
another being taught about what happens in
church when people come to worship and the last
group going up into the ringing chamber to take
turns at trying to make the treble bell ring out
(with some help from our conductor Richard
Beacham). Having the Kenwyn model bell meant
they were able to understand what was
happening above their heads when they pulled on
the rope - they loved it!!! Over a hundred children
took their turn at ringing the bell - which confused
the residents of the village somewhat; “was there
a funeral?” | was asked next day!!!!

When we said farewell to the last class, | asked if
anyone thought that they would like to learn to
ring bells when they were older - eight or nine
hands shot up, and that was only one group!!
Let's hope that the seed that has been sown

Sadly, our open day for the public on Saturday
was not so successful - only three people turned
up and only one of them is likely to return for
lessons. Maybe the weather was too nice for
such things - the beach will have been far more
inviting | guess. Catching them young, & with no
choice but to do as teacher says, is obviously the
answer!!! Sue Vernon

Bodmin Bell & Ale Festival

Our Bell and Ale festival started off well with
everyone enjoying a hearty 'Big Breakfast' served
with a smile from our Team Vision leaders and
Elizabeth Minors. Several ringers, one from as
far afield as Carbis Bay, joined us for a good
morning's ringing. We had several overseas
vistors who came to take us up on our invitation
to have a go. We also had a number of locals
who have since expressed interest in taking up
the hobby, which is always welcome.

The afternoon was much quieter, but this didn't
prevent the raffle from being a great success
and the vast majority of the ale being consumed!
The hand bellteam was kept occupied by
requests for demonstrations and visitors who
expressed interest in trying their hand at this art
too; in total we raised about £277. We plan to

hold the 2011 Festival a little later in the year, in
the hopes that we don't clash with too many other
events, and look forward to sharing some good
company, some good ringing and some good ale,
which is what it is really all about. Clare Prout

Ivor Trueman — 80 years young!

Heather & Ivor Trueman, ringers at Truro
Cathedral and regular ‘Old Codgers’!

Tail Endings

Congratulations to  Robert Corney  of
Marhamchurch for ringing his first quarter of
spliced Surprise Major, on the Devon Guild QP
Week.

Poughill band rang for the 110" birthday of
former resident Stanley Lucas.

Ken White, Tower Captain of Lewannick for
many years, sadly passed away after a short
spell in hospital.

At the Western District AGM Mary Jones stood
down from the post of Secretary and was warmly
thanked for her work over the years; lan Self is
the new District Secretary.

Congratulations to Jaynie Inns who rang her first
quarter at Stithians for her 40" birthday and in
the process raised £300 for the Forget Me Not
charity.

Terry & Margaret Lane’s Golden Wedding was
celebrated with a quarter of Grandsire Triples at
Phillack; congratulations to them!

Firsts at Callington since the last issue have been
Standard 8 spliced Surprise Major, Kate
Jennings; Plain Bob Minor inside, Mandy Jones;
most doubles methods, Kevin Borlase.



